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Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the first edition of “In Anne’s Spirit”, a yearly newsletter of 
the Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation, Inc.  It has been a year 
since the Celebration of Hope held at the Museum of Our National 
Heritage in Lexington that brought so many friends and supporters of 
Anne and her legacy together.  From that event we were able to realize 
the beginning of In Anne’s Spirit, a non-profit foundation.  We hope to 
keep you informed of the progress of the foundation’s work with this 
annual newsletter, and we welcome your comments.   
 
Anne was our daughter, a graduate of Lexington High and Tufts 
University.  In March 1990, Anne was brutally murdered by a stranger as 
she walked from her apartment to the Metro in Arlington, Virginia.  She 
was planning to meet friends to celebrate her twenty-third birthday. 
 
People and community were important to Anne.  She was a family 
person, an upholder of traditions, a loyal friend, a great communicator, 
and a person who brought people together from different religions and 
cultures.  During college she traveled in Europe, including Soviet Russia 
and a divided Berlin.  Her travel made her appreciative of her country.  
Full of hope and idealism, she moved to Washington, DC, after 
graduation.  At the time of her death, she was working as a legal 
assistant, hoped to attend law school, and talked of being a public 
defender. 
 
Anne’s life was just beginning; Anne will never fulfill her dreams.  
However, we believe that, with your support, we can bring hope to others 
and continue the important work of building healthy communities and 
preventing violence In Anne’s Spirit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Betty and Roger Borghesani 
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In this first year of the Anne E. Borghesani 
Community Foundation, work has begun on 

fulfilling the mission statement. 
 
 

Lexington High School Memorial Prize News 
 
As many of you know, the Anne E. Borghesani 
Memorial Prize at Lexington High was created by 
Anne’s friends in 1990 to honor Anne by awarding a 
yearly prize to a graduating female who exemplifies 
Anne’s qualities of school and community spirit during 
high school.  These recipients have continued to 
demonstrate their commitment to service.  Elizabeth 
Crane (1993) recently volunteered in Ghana building a 
girls secondary school dormitory. Rena Miller-Jacobs 
(1998) worked as a special needs camp counselor 
during the summer of 1999. 
 
The LHS Committee members have energetically 
worked to grow the LHS AEBMP Fund, have awarded 
an annual scholarship for ten years, and, with a current 
endowment of approximately $50,000, were able to 
award $2000 to an LHS graduate last year. 
  
Comprised of 23 of Anne’s fellow classmates, the LHS 
Committee has been an active organization during the 
past 10 years and will continue to exist as a separate 
entity from the In Anne’s Spirit Community 
Foundation.  They maintain connections with past 
recipients of the LHS Prize and host an annual summer 
cookout  to honor the prize recipients and encourage 
the continued development of the AEB Memorial Prize 
community.  They also publish a yearly newsletter with 
updates on Prize alumnae and the growth of the fund.  
 
In recognition of the significant work done by 
members of the LHS Committee and their endorsement 
of the Celebration of Hope in April, 2000, as well as 
our mission statement to support the prize, the In 
Anne’s Spirit” Community Foundation made a one-
time donation of $5000 to the LHS Prize in December 
2000. 
 
Additionally, in response to a proposal from the LHS 
Prize Committee, the Foundation has made a 
commitment to provide an annual grant to the LHS 
Committee which will extend the recipients’ award 
throughout their four years of college.  After review by 
the Committee, each recipient will be awarded $500 

yearly, for a total of $1500 per student beyond the 
$2000 granted upon high school graduation by the 
LHS fund. 
 
 

Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize at  
Tufts University  

 
We continue to be actively committed to the Anne E. 
Borghesani Memorial Prize at Tufts and the 
Foundation made a $2000 contribution to the Tufts 
Prize Fund in December.  This, along with other direct 
contributions to Tufts in 2000, increased the total value 
of the Prize by $9000.  The selection of the recipients 
of this incentive award for study in international issues 
is influenced by the soundness and creativity of their 
proposal, solid academic standing, contributions made 
to the Tufts community and other volunteer work.  
Applicant projects should encourage the promotion of 
personal growth, knowledge, and independence while 
increasing the recipient’s understanding of diverse 
cultures and encouraging commitment to the world 
community.  A presentation of the project is made at a 
Borghesani Colloquium each fall at Tufts University. 
 
The Prize is housed in the Tufts Program in 
International Relations under the leadership of Dr. 
Pearl Robinson and Dr. John Jenke.  The selection 
committee consists of IR faculty members, Roger and 
Betty, Philip, Evelyn Henry, Tufts 1964, and Lynn 
Lustig, Tufts 1989. 

     
Megan Dooley  (Chile 2000), Swati Mehta (India 2000), 
Rita Mercado (Philippines 2000), Dalit Herdoon (Italy 
1999), Elizabeth Press (Israel 1998) at the Celebration of 
Hope. 
 
In April 2001 four prize-winners were selected and   
were awarded a total of $7100.   
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Karina Weinstein, an International Relations major, 
will spend two months in Santiago, Chile this summer 
studying political and social institutions in a self-
governing shantytown and develop a senior thesis from 
her results.    
Nuala Cabral, an International Relations major with 
an interest in Women’s Studies, will travel to Costa 
Rica in June 2001 to explore women’s health, 
employment opportunities, and domestic violence. 
Jocelyn Robinson, a Child Development and pre-med 
major, will participate in Kenya in an Operation 
Crossroads project where she will examine the state of 
health education and its effectiveness in combating the 
spread of AIDS. 
Anna Sommer, a Quantitative Economics and 
Environmental Studies major, will use her grant to help 
support a junior semester abroad in Costa Rica where 
she plans to continue her study of environmental 
justice issues and third world sustainable development.  

These students, as previous recipients, exemplify 
Anne’s qualities of intellectual and personal challenge, 
adventure, and commitment to friends, Tufts and 
global communities.  Many of them remain in contact 
with us as they continue to pursue these goals.  
Jennifer Averill  (1993) worked for three years in 
Teach for America and is now pursuing graduate 
studies in nurse-midwifery.  Beth Campbell (1995) 
has just volunteered for a third year in the Peace Corps 
in Tonga.  Michael Wang (1997) has also worked for 
Teach for America and Rishi Manchanda (1996) 
worked with minority youth while completing his 
medical studies at Tufts. 
 
 

Anne Borghesani Community Foundation 
Grants Made in 2001 

 
We can never fully understand what prompted Anne's 
attacker that evening.  We do recognize that violence is 
a result of many factors that lead to break-downs in 
community.  Among the factors are poverty, lack of 
adequate housing, insufficient quality day-care, 
summer and after-school programs, and school 
dropout.  Believing that a healthy community begins 
with healthy children and families, the Board of 
Directors made the decision to distribute grants totaling 
$6300 in addition to the scholarship contributions this 
year to three agencies which provide direct services.  
 

Sojourner House 
 

Many will remember our friend, Father John Crowley, 
who offered Anne’s funeral mass and shared in Phil 
and Linda’s wedding.  Soon after Father John 
transferred from St. Brigid’s Church in Lexington in 
the 1970’s to St. Joseph’s Church in Roxbury, he 
became aware of the severe need for emergency 
shelters for homeless families, which would also 
accept teenagers and fathers.  He opened the rectory of 
St. Joseph’s to some of these families and Sojourner 
House was born.   
 
Since 1981 Sojourner House has acquired independent 
facilities providing housing for nine families at a time 
and has sheltered over 400 families.  Their philosophy 
is that “homelessness is primarily a structural, societal 
problem rooted in poverty and discrimination, not 
individual weakness or failure.”  Families stay from 
three to six months at the shelter.  During this time, 
parents are given assistance in finding job-training 
programs or employment and daycare and appropriate 
school placements for their children.   
 
Six family rooms are supported through the 
Department of Transitional Assistance.  Sojourner 
House depends on volunteer support for three family 
rooms, its extensive Children’s Program, a Food Pantry 
that serves the community and an Emergency Fund. 

 
              Children in playroom at Sojourner House 



Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation Newsletter                                                                                                                                   Volume 1, April, 2001 
 

SOJOURNER TRUTH (1797 – 1883) was a freed slave, 
mystic, orator, one of the earliest proponents of woman’s 
equality, and proclaimer of freedom to the enslaved. 
 
Ruby S. Brown has been the Family Life Advocate for 
several years at Sojourner House.  Her daughter, 
Monique Brown of Roxbury, and her college 
roommate were senselessly murdered in Atlanta, 
Georgia in August 1999.  Ruby Brown has initiated a 
yearly scholarship of $500 given to a Boston English 
High School graduate.  She raises this money herself 
through bake sales. 
 
In Anne’s Spirit has made a $2500 grant to Sojourner 
House.  Two thousand dollars will be directed to The 
Children’s Program and Emergency Fund at Sojourner 
House.  The remaining $500 is to be used as a 
matching gift to the funds raised for the Monique 
Brown Memorial Scholarship.  Anne’s foundation will 
be acknowledged as part of the award. 
 
  

Cambridge Camping Association 
 

The Cambridge Camping Association is a non-profit 
agency that provides summer experiences for socially 
and economically disadvantaged children in 
Cambridge and the Greater Boston area.  Their 
philosophy is that it is important for children to 
experience the joys of summer and their mission 
statement declares that “a healthy camping experience 
stimulates lasting social, physical, educational and 
personal growth.”  Among other activities, they run 
two day-camp programs.  Cambridge Adventure Day 
Camp is held in a Belmont Public School and provides  
a safe, structured summer experience for 200 children 
ages 6-13 each summer.  Daybreak Day Camp, 

founded in 1990 for 30 children ages 5-11, provides  
supportive, therapeutic summer experiences for 
children with emotional and behavioral special needs.  
Families pay only nominal fees based on a sliding 
scale.  Each child must be subsidized by contributions.  
In their newsletter, the camp’s librarian is quoted as 
saying, “You know, I think I’ve finally figured out 
what this camp is all about.  So many of the campers 
bring all their problems with them to camp and they 
talk about them and people listen.” 
 
In Anne’s Spirit Community Foundation has made a 
$1400 grant to Cambridge Camping Association to 
sponsor two campers for a full summer to the day 
camp. 

 
Lowell Early Awareness Program 

 
The Lowell Early Awareness Program (LEAP) is a 
school-college-community outreach education program 
coordinated by Middlesex Community College that 
serves minority middle school students and their 
families in the Lowell Public Schools.  The Lowell 
Public Schools and Middlesex Community College 
allocate funding that covers approximately 65% of the 
total costs.  They are dependent on private grants for 
the remainder of the funding. 
 
Through the LEAP outreach program, bilingual, 
bicultural advisors make regular home visits to Lowell 
families, following a 15-week curriculum.  The 
advisors assist parents in creating a home environment 
that encourages study, completion of homework, and 
achievement in school.  They help parents identify 
programs best suited to children’s needs, develop their 
children’s self-esteem, communicate with adolescents, 
and overcome the cultural and language barriers 
separating non-English speaking parents from the 
school system.  Frequently the visit that the parent 
makes with the bilingual advisor is their first visit to 
the school. 

 
“I learned there are a lot of choices 

you have to make and 
I need to think about my future more.” 

                                            Lowell middle school student     
     
In Anne’s Spirit has made a grant of $2,400 to assist 
the LEAP program in providing outreach services to 20 
Hispanic and Cambodian families from January 2001 – 
June 2001.  

Story Hour at 
Cambridge 
Camping 
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We welcome your suggestions for programs               

to support 
 
We have made a beginning in our commitment to 
build healthy community and prevent violence.  
Please help us in our task by contributing your 
suggestions for programs that would benefit from 
the support of In Anne’s Spirit. 
 
 
 

Introducing the Board of Directors 
 
Since the Celebration of Hope, we have formed a 
committed Board of Directors that meets periodically 
to participate in and oversee functions of the 
Foundation.    
 
Roger Borghesani, President.  Anne’s father, an 
engineer newly retired from Polaroid, continues to 
consult on energy issues and chairs The Energy 
Consortium, a non-profit association. 
 
Elizabeth Borghesani, Clerk.  Anne’s mother has 
worked as a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner for twenty-
plus years in a neighborhood health center in 
Cambridge where she provides primary care to a very 
diverse population. 
 
Paul Borghesani, Asst. Clerk.  Anne’s younger 
brother will receive his MD/PhD from Harvard 
University in May 2001.  His specialty is neuro-
psychiatry. 
 
Philip Borghesani, Treasurer.  Anne’s older brother,  
a Tufts Engineering graduate is a software 
development engineer for Mathworks.  He is the father 
of Andrew, age 5 years, and Mark, age 3 years. 
 
Linda Borghesani, Phil’s wife and also a Tufts 
graduate, is a human factors engineer, working for 
Verizon.  She is mom to Andrew and Mark.  
 
Helen and Jack Carr.  Jack is a fellow Tufts 
Engineering graduate.  He is presently Vice President 
of Business Development of Washington Group 
International.  Helen has experience as a social worker 
and is presently a special needs teacher for emotionally 

and behaviorally challenged students at the Walker 
School in Needham. 
 
Margaret Counts-Klebe, a classmate of Anne’s at 
Lexington High, is the mother of Benjamin and co-
chair of the Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize at 
Lexington High School Committee. 
 
Lisa Dobberteen, MD, a pediatrician, practices with 
Betty in Cambridge and is also Medical Director of 
School Health for the City of Cambridge.  
 
Caryl and Michael Dundorf have been close family 
friends for thirty years.  Our children grew up together.  
Caryl is Dean of Professional and Educational 
Development at Middlesex Community College.  
Michael is a retired engineer and human 
resource/compensation manager who is presently 
tutoring in the Lowell Public School. 
 
Sheila Evans MacCrellish, Betty’s sister and Anne’s 
aunt, works professionally as a psychiatric nurse and 
nurse educator at McLean Hospital.  
 
Bruce MacCrellish, Anne’s uncle, is a corporate 
counsel with the Shipley Company. 
 
Kristin O’Sullivan first became Anne’s friend at 
Clarke Junior High and was a founder of Anne’s 
Memorial Prize at Lexington High School.  Kristin 
recently received her MPA from the Kennedy School 
of Government and is presently Executive Director of 
the Harvard Gene Therapy Initiative.  
 
Julia Potter, also a high school friend of Anne’s, is 
co-chair of the Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize at 
Lexington High School Committee. Julia works as the 
managing editor at  the Educational Development 
Center in Newton. 
 
Gabrielle Rocap, Paul Borghesani’s wife, recently 
received her PhD from MIT and will pursue research in 
environmental microbiology. 
 

In Anne’s Spirit 
The Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation 

24 Hastings Road 
Lexington, MA 02421 
Phone: 781-862-7309 

E-mail: EbethBorg@aol.com 
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The AEB Community Foundation Mission is: 
 
• To support the continued development of 

Anne’s Memorial Scholarships at Tufts 
University and Lexington High School; 

 
• To support programs for children, families, 

and communities that promote healthy 
development and prevent violence; and 

 
• To support outreach programs to victims of 

violence, and to promote public awareness of 
the multiple effects of violence upon society. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

I (We) would like to make a donation to 
In Anne’s Spirit  

The Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation 
24 Hastings Road, Lexington, MA 02421-6807 

 
 Enclosed please find  a contribution in the amount of $_____________. 
 
 Name:_____________________________________________ 
 
 Address:________________________________________        
               Street 
 
              ________________________________________           
               City/Town                                          State                                 Zip 
 
                     ________________________________________    
               Phone                                                 e-mail 
 

All contributions to the Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation are tax deductible. 
The Foundation is recognized as a 501(c) 3 charity and is eligible to receive a matching corporate gift. 

 
For Reflection 

 
• Homicide is the third leading cause of death among 

all children ages 5 to 14, and the leading cause of 
death among Black youths ages 15 to 24.* 

 
• In 1998, more children and teens died from gunfire 

that from cancer, pneumonia, influenza, asthma, and 
HIV/AIDS combined.* 

 
• The number of children and teens killed in the 

United States since 1979 is 36,000 more than the 
number of soldiers killed in battle in Vietnam.* 

 
• In the decade between 1984 to 1994 the rate at 

which teenage boys committed homicides tripled.**
 
*Statistics from Children’s Defense Fund, February 2001 
**Harvard Education Letter Research, July/August, 1999 
 

 
Please make check payable to:

The Anne E. Borghesani 
Community Foundation 




