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Dear Friends, 
 

Another cycle of seasons has once again rolled by and it’s time to let you, our loyal supporters, know 
how your contributions have made a difference this year.  March 27 would have been Anne’s fortieth 
birthday.  In our hearts she remains forever 23.  She had no opportunity to mature, but we have seen 
continued growth in the students supported by her scholarships at Tufts and Lexington High School and 
by the programs the Foundation has supported In Anne’s Spirit. 
 

Members of the Board continue to maintain an active interest in the programs supported by the 
Foundation.  Last summer Helen Carr and Betty spent a morning at the Franklin Summer Camp in 
Dorchester interacting with campers and counselors.  In November Betty attended the Strong Women 
Strong Girls (SWSG) Global Girls Day at Harvard University.  This May several representatives from 
Victim Rights Law Center and REACH attended the Board meeting and presented reports on programs 
supported by the Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation.   
 

A highlight of the year was the visit of a 
SWSG group from the Winthrop School, 
Boston, to the Garden of Peace: a Memorial 
to Victims of Homicide on a sunny Saturday 
morning in May.  The school children are 
closely affected by violence in their 
neighborhood and in their immediate family.  
Betty met with the girls and mentors for a 
conversation about losing loved ones and 
how we remember them.  Then they toured 
the Garden, noting the ages and names on 
the nearly 500 stones, the fact that all stones 
are equal in size, yet unique, as are all 
victims of homicide and that we all lose when 
anyone dies by violence.  They learned how 
the Garden remembers those lost to violence and works to prevent violence and talked of how to bring 
peace to themselves and their community.  One girl enjoys playing basketball and believes her 
murdered cousin and parents are happy when she plays.  Another girl stated:  “We must be strong with 
our words, not with our bodies.”   In preparation for their visit they had created a colorful, 4 foot by 3 foot 
poster, shown above, depicting how violence has touched them and their hopes for peace in their lives 
and school.  This poster was their gift to the Garden to be used for educational programs. 
 

Special recognition has been given to several people that In Anne’s Spirit  has supported.  Two Tufts 
graduates this year were awarded Fulbright’s and a third received a CORO fellowship, while a past 
graduate, John Dulac, is presently completing a year in France on a Fulbright.  Susan Vickers, the 
founder of Victim Rights Law Center, was awarded the Community Advocate Award for Outstanding 
Victim Advocacy by the Massachusetts Office for Victim Assistance at the 2007 Conference.  And this 
June Lindsay Hyde, founder of SWSG, received the National Jefferson Award for Public Service by an 
individual 35 years or under, hosted by the American Institute for Public Service.   
 

Our support of these young people and programs and the work they do to prevent violence and build 
healthy communities is dependent on the continuing generosity of you, our contributors.  This work 
would not be possible without your commitment to changing people’s lives In Anne’s Spirit.  We hope 
you enjoy reading about what you have made possible and will continue your support. 
 

On behalf of the Board, we thank you and wish you peace,      Roger and Betty Borghesani                                          
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Latinas “Know Your Rights” Project 

 

This year we welcome a new organization to Anne‟s 

Foundation.  REACH (Refuge, Education, Advocacy and 

Change) is a Waltham based multi-service agency committed 

to reaching beyond domestic or relationship violence.  

REACH provides services for about 6,000 adults and children 

yearly through emergency shelters for battered women and 

their children, a 24-hour phone hotline, education and 

community based programs.  They provide preventive 

education, especially to teens, to increase awareness and break 

the cycle of domestic violence and reduce long-term harms to 

the victim and their children.   
 

Recently they have identified an urgent need for education 

among the Latino 

immigrant families 

in the Waltham area.  

Many of these 

women are non-

English speakers, 

unfamiliar with 

Massachusetts laws 

and legal services, 

and sometimes 

undocumented.  

Isolated and afraid 

they remain in 

relationships where they and their children are at risk of 

physical danger.  Although hesitant to go to the police or other 

authorities for help, they will often talk with friends and 

family about their concerns.   Mithra Merryman, a Racial 

Justice Fellow from Greater Boston Legal Services has been 

working with staff at REACH this year to provide individual 

legal representation of battered Latina immigrants and work 

with the community to change barriers Latinas encounter in 

accessing their legal rights.  A result of this work is the 

creation of the Latinas “Know Your Rights” Community 

Advocates Project. Collaborating with REACH staff, Ms. 

Merryman developed a twelve week program to train Latina 

lay advocates about their legal rights and then share this 

information within the community.   Curriculum includes an 

introduction to the legal system, immigration remedies for 

battered women and children, basic family law rights, the 

effects of witnessing domestic violence on children, and child 

custody and support laws.  Meetings are facilitated by Mithra 

Merryman, a lawyer, Gladys Maida, community advocate for 

REACH, and a Latina survivor.  The participants, members of 

the community, will become the leaders to bridge the gap 

between the Latina families at risk and the judicial system.  
 

In discussing barriers to why women stay in abusive 

relationships, the women mentioned ignorance about the 

dynamics of domestic violence and the tendency to blame the 

victim.  Gladys relates that at this point:  
 

“one of the women cried.  She explained how her 14 year old 
sister in Guatemala had married an older man.  She warned her 
sister not to marry him, but the man threatened to commit 
suicide if she didn’t.  The sister married the man and was abused.  
The woman in our group got mad at her and said “I told you not 
to marry him” and blamed her.  Then she learned about the 
dynamics of domestic violence at REACH during a presentation.  
She said before that lecture she didn’t understand.  Now she does 
and she feels guilty for not helping her sister.  This was a very 
powerful moment.’   
 

The first group of women, completing the program in June, 

has shown commitment, enthusiasm, and growth.  One woman 

is particularly interested in starting support groups for mothers 

to address issues of discipline and not replicating abusive 

behavior.  The group is also exploring a fatherhood program to 

emphasize that fathers can choose to renounce abuse.  There is 

already a waiting list for the fall program.  In Anne’s Spirit 

has awarded REACH a $6,685 grant to support this second 

cycle of The Latinas “Know Your Rights!” Project. 

For more information see www.reachma.org. 

 

Strong Women, Strong Girls 
 

Under the 

dedicated and 

capable leadership 

of founder and 

executive director, 

Lindsay Hyde, 

Strong Women 

Strong Girls 

continues to grow 

and expand 

services to 

diverse, at-risk elementary school girls through its after school 

programs in Greater Boston and Pittsburgh.  SWSG engages 

college women mentors with third through fifth grade girls to 

empower one another while studying contemporary and 

historical female role models and working on skill building 

activities, all strengthening self esteem.     SWSG at the Garden of 

Peace 
 

Women students from Harvard, Northeastern, Simmons, and 

Boston College volunteer as mentors at Boston and 

Cambridge schools.  In addition to the after school programs 

each college chapter hosts special field days.  On a beautiful 

fall day the Harvard University SWSG chapter hosted an all 

day program, Global Girls Day.  The morning consisted of 

work shops: learning to write your name in Mandarin Chinese, 

performing in West African and Hispanic dances – complete 

with elaborate costumes, attending a model UN meeting, or 

hearing a Panel of International Students discuss world issues.  

At a simulated World Fair in the afternoon, the girls, carrying 

their „passports‟, visited displays created by their mentors 

from Israel, Colombia, Canada, Afghanistan, and Singapore.  
 

The vibrancy, enthusiasm, and diligence exhibited by the girls 

as they sought answers to their questions about the location, 
produce, and language of a country, culminating in the 

The Anne E. Borghesani Community 

Foundation enters its seventh year awarding 

grants to fulfill its mission 
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energetic rendition of the special SWSG „cheer‟ just before the 

girls boarded the buses to return to their schools was 

testimony to the careful planning and success of the day.   
 

Two years ago SWSG 

went national with a 

program at Carnegie 

Mellon University in 

Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania.  

Because of the success 

of the program SWSG 

expanded services to 

elementary school 

girls and incorporated 

volunteers from Duquesne University and          Dancing at 

Global Girls Day               the University of Pittsburgh.  In Anne’s 

Spirit 2006 grant helped support the launch of the Duquesne 

SWSG chapter.  This year we continue our support with a 

$2500 grant to support the funding of a director for the 

Pittsburgh program.  

For more information see www.swsg.org 

 
Victim Rights Law Center 

 
In April, Susan Vickers, JD, 

executive director of VRLC, 

received the Community 

Advocate Award at the 

Victim Rights Conference 

sponsored by the 

Massachusetts Office for 

Victim Assistance and the 

Attorney General‟s Office.  

This award presented by                DA Blodgett and Ms. Vickers 

Jonathan Blodgett, Essex County DA, is given to an advocate 

from a community-based victim service agency or community 

court-based program who has gone beyond the call of duty in 

her role to make unique contributions in the lives of victims 

and survivors of crime.  
 

The mission of VRLC, founded in 2000 by Susan Vickers, is 

to “advocate for the interests of sexual assault survivors within 

the civil, criminal and academic justice systems, and to build 

community partnerships that meet the complex socioeconomic 

needs of survivors, including adolescents, low-income women 

and women of color”.  An exciting product of this work is the 

up-coming publication of their national manual: Beyond the 

Criminal Justice System:Using the Law to Help Restore 

the Lives of Sexual Assault Victims (A Practical Guide for 

Attorneys and Advocates). VRLC has also completed a 

supplemental chapter specific to minors in Massachusetts for 

their manual entitled: Representing Minor Victims of Sexual 

Assault.   
 

Last year In Anne’s Spirit awarded $7500 to fund a unique 

collaboration of VRLC with Boston Area Rape Crisis Center 

(BARCC) and the Mentors in Violence Prevention Program 

(MVP) at Northeastern University to improve services to 

adolescent victims of sexual assault.  VRLC provided a very 

successful training to MVP and BAARC staff addressing the 

„civil legal needs of adolescent victims of sexual assault‟ using 

a case scenario of two high school students.  An interesting 

product of the training was the number of questions related to 

how VRLC can legally help victims and specific sexual 

offense law in Massachusetts, illustrating the need for more 

education among all providers of services to young people.  
 

Additionally BARCC provided training for MVP on the 

impact of sexual assault on adolescents and handling 

disclosures in schools.  The final collaboration was the 

participation of the Youth Outreach Coordinator from 

BAARC and Kate Lawson, a VRLC attorney, in a 3-day MVP 

"Train the Trainer" program, which provided instruction on 

facilitating MVP's curriculum. 
 

In Anne’s Spirit  has supported VRLC since 2001 as it 

developed “best practice” methods for protecting educational 

interests and providing outreach and civil legal service, 

especially to the specific needs of young sexual assault 

survivors.  We look forward to continuing our support of their 

innovative programs. 

For more information see www.victimrights.org. 

 

Sojourner House 

 
Originally founded in 1981 by Father John Crowley, now 

under the direction of Anastasia Lopopolo, Sojourner House 

provides shelter and services for 40 families a year.  Parents 

are given assistance in job-training programs, daycare and 

appropriate school placements for their children. Shelter 

Workshops for parents, including Best Parenting Practices to 

Foster Academic Success, Dealing with Parental Stress, and 

Identifying and Dealing with Child Physical and Sexual 

Abuse, are offered. Isolation and lack of community support 

after leaving shelter contribute to the difficulty of many 

families to attain financial independence and stability and to 

break the cycle of poverty contributing to the incidence of 

violence.  In an effort to help families attain financial stability, 

Sojourner House has implemented a one-on-one financial 

mentoring program to the families.  Ms. Lopopolo relates this 

story of a young family helped by our grant last year. 
 

Martina came to Sojourner House 
several months after she lost the 
job she had for over three years. 
Although she received 
unemployment benefits, she 
could not pay her market rate 
rent and fell behind in her bills 
and college loans. The amount 
she did receive was over the 
income limit allowed and she 
could not get sheltered through 
the State’s emergency system.  
She was referred to Sojourner 
House by Travelers Aid and was                   Martina and Samantha     
accepted into our community room with her two year old daughter, 
Samantha.  Martina set up a savings plan and a payment plan for her 
delinquent bills and loans. She knew her unemployment was close to 
an end and she immediately started on her job quest. After several 
months she found employment as a Claims Representative at Resolute 
Management and two months later found subsidized housing in 
Cambridge. She is happy to be back at work while her daughter is 
enjoying daycare and they are both settled in their new apartment. 

http://www.swsg.org/
http://www.victimrights.org/
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Martina’s immediate goals are to continue paying her bills and return 
to college while working.  
 

Sojourner House has a Children‟s Program run by a Jesuit 

volunteer and Boston College students.  Services to these 

vulnerable children include assistance with educational testing 

and placements, recreational trips, summer camp placements, 

and counseling and medical appointments.  The children   

build strong relationships with the advocate and volunteers 

who help the children grow and develop in a safe, loving 

environment.  Many of these children maintain relationships 

with staff even after their families leave Sojourner. 
  
In Anne’s Spirit continues to support the grassroots work 

being done by Sojourner House to provide financial mentoring 

and children‟s programs to homeless families.   

 

Franklin I-O Summer Program in Dorchester 

 
“Last summer was the most exhausting, intensive, high 

demand job I ever did, but I loved every minute of it.”   These 

are the words of Nene Igietseme, student director with fellow 

student Sarah Lockridge-Steckel, of the Franklin I-O Summer 

Urban Program in Dorchester sponsored by the Phillips 

Brooks House (PBHA), a student-run non-profit public service 

organization at Harvard University.  Although under the 

auspices of PBHA, the students are responsible for raising all 

funding for this seven week low cost academic and enrichment 

camp serving youth between the ages of 6 and 13.  

 

Nene goes on to say: “We  

encourage academic 

achievement and 

confidence in both self and 

community, through 

creative learning and 

service projects.  Last year, 

I focused on personal 

narratives and giving my 

girls a voice by developing public   Nene (middle) with campers  

speaking skills. Most of the youth with whom we work reside 

in either the Franklin Hill or Field Housing Developments 

which together comprise a community challenged by low-

income levels, high crime rates, drug and alcohol abuse, 

single-parent households, and a general lack of educational 

services.”  
 

Last summer Helen Carr and Betty Borghesani spent a 

morning visiting the camp.  The 

energy, enthusiasm, bonding 

between campers, junior 

counselors from the community, 

and the Harvard volunteer leaders 

was palpable.  One group of 

elementary students was studying 

the structure of the brain while in 

another room small groups of 

middle school students planned 

model societies, complete with style     Helen Carr with campers 

of governing, educational system, and national products.  

 

This summer Franklin I-O will add another component to the 

experience, a violence prevention supplementary curriculum, 

the Second Step Program using Peace Games strategies. This 

program strives to develop empathy, self-esteem, and anger 

management in the campers.   
 

In Anne’s Spirit recognizes the compelling need to provide 

low-cost, quality summer programs to the youth of the city.  

The escalating violence among young people in Boston during 

the last several years resulting in an increase in the homicide 

rate confirms the urgency of addressing the goals of the Peace 

Games‟ Second Step Program.  We have awarded a grant of 

$3000 to support the 2007 Franklin I-O Summer Program.  

The grant will permit the training of staff and implementation 

of the Peace Games program during the summer 2007 

camping season.       

For more information see: www.pbha.org.  

 

AEB Memorial Prize at Lexington High School  

 
The 2007 Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize at Lexington 

High was awarded to Isabelle Eccles, who will study in the 

Peace and Justice program at Tufts University next year.  This 

award, created by Anne‟s friends in 1990, honors Anne by 

recognizing a graduating female exemplifying Anne‟s 

qualities of school and community spirit.   
 

Anne‟s fellow classmate, Stephen Volante, remarked on 

presenting the award to Isabelle at the LHS ceremony in June 

that: 

In the aftermath of her murder 17 years ago, many of 

Anne Borghesani’s friends felt not only grief, but also 

great uncertainty.  That sudden, devastating loss clouded 

our views of our lives and our futures.  In the early 1990s, 

however, we discovered one certainty: that in returning to 

LHS each year to give this award, we could recognize and 

honor the devotion to friends, intellectual curiosity, and 

sustained efforts to support the community that had 

endeared Anne to us as we grew up together in this town. 
 

Comprised of 

Anne‟s classmates 

and co-chaired by 

Jerry Michelson 

and Kristin 

O‟Sullivan, the 

LHS Committee 

has been an active 

organization and 

separate entity 

from the Foundation   Steve Volante, Isabelle Eccles, Jerry Michelson  

for 17 years.  The fund principal is managed by the Town of 

Lexington and the scholarship is a $2000 award to the 

graduate chosen by Anne‟s peers.  The committee maintains 

connections with past recipients, encourages the continued 

development of the LHS Prize Community, and works to 

increase the value of the fund. 
 

To continue our support to the LHS Prize, In Anne’s Spirit  

gave $2000 to the scholarship fund in 2007.  We also provide 
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an annual grant of $1500 to the LHS Committee enabling 

them to extend the recipients‟ awards through their college 

years.  This year the following students received $500 grants 

from In Anne’s Spirit to apply towards their college expenses: 

Hiva Shafa, senior at Boston University; Audrey Gibbons, a 

junior at Georgetown University; and Sarah Keeping, a 

sophomore at Mount Holyoke.   

 

AEB Memorial Prize at Tufts University 

   
This incentive award, under the direction of Professor Malik 

Mufti in the Tufts Program in International Relations and 

awarded since 1991, continues to gain recognition.  Enabling 

undergraduate students to engage in a volunteer project or plan 

of study in any field involving international issues, this Prize 

encourages the promotion of personal growth, knowledge, and 

independence, increases understanding of diverse cultures and 

fosters commitment to community.  The selection committee 

is comprised of IR Program faculty, Roger, Betty, and Philip 

Borghesani, Judith Henry Scinto, T92, and Lyn Lustig, T89.  

In Anne’s Spirit  contributed $1000 to the Anne E. Borghesani 

Memorial Prize at Tufts fund in 2007.   
 

This year 

more than 

$10,000 was 

awarded to 

four students. 

Saskia 

Chanoine,  

believing 

that: “one 

good action 

can be the 

catalyst for a 

sequence  of                         Adam, Saskia, Maya, and Hanah                   

good actions,” has chosen to voluntarily teach English at a 

school for impoverished children in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

while improving her own Spanish skills.  Hanah Flamm will 

return to El Salvador where she will explore the negative and 

positive effects on the community of the El Dorado mining 

site.   In January Maya Karwande traveled to Sarajevo with 

the Tufts Institute of Global Leadership to research war 

crimes.  This summer she will return to Bosnia and 

Herzegovina to study the relationship between accountability 

for war crimes through prosecutions at the State Court and the 

development of a rule of law culture in the predominantly 

Serbian areas there.  Hoping to increase awareness of the 

needs of refugees, Adam Levy will spend time in Tucson, 

Arizona investigating civil and human rights of migrants along 

the Mexican border and also travel to Bhutanese refugee 

camps in Nepal to document life there.  His goal is to produce 

a photo document of the worldwide refugee crisis and present 

this to high school students.  
 

At a yearly Borghesani Symposium in November, Tufts Prize 

recipients, Bic Leu, Sarah Newton, and Unaza Khan, shared 

their experiences with the broader Tufts campus.  

Many of the Borghesani Prize scholars remain in touch with 

us after graduation.  Three of the graduating Borghesani 

scholars have received extraordinary 

recognition this year. 

Vera Belitsky has received a 

Fulbright Scholarship to return to 

Russia and continue her study of TB 

control programs under the 

supervision of Partners in Health.  

Unaza Khan, who is committed to 

public policy and community, has 

been accepted to the Coro Fellows 

Program in Public Affairs, a nine                   

Bic Leu, Lyn Lustig, Isaac   month, post-graduate leadership 

training program in New York.  Also a Fulbright Scholar, 

Sarah Newton will 

return to Kazakhstan to 

study Russian and work 

for a local NGO 

studying the 

sustainability of local 

NGO‟s during 

economic transition in 

the country.  Sarah 

writes: 
“It has been an 
incredible journey to         
get to this point, and I        Bic Leu, Sarah Newton, Unaza Khan        

want to thank you for                           at symposium                    
your support that allowed  
me to visit Kazakhstan for the first time.  I really wouldn't have 

been able to apply for a Fulbright without the Borghesani Prize.   
 

Karina Weinstein continues her commitment to the shanty 

town in Santiago, Chile, which she first researched as a 

2001Borghesani prize recipient.  Now 

completing her Masters in Public 

Policy at the Kennedy School of 

Government, she has established The 

Esperanza Scholarship Fund in 

Chile.  The mission of Esperanza 

is:  to provide educational 

opportunities to exceptional children 

living in poverty and support the work 

of grassroots organizations working to empower children and 

youth. Karina recently attended a Borghesani Board meeting 

and told of her project. 

 We currently have three scholarship recipients (Alan, 

 Gaby and Kassandra) resilient and talented  children 

 who were given a chance to attend a private  school. 

 This opens up a whole new world to children

 whose parents are maids and gardeners.  

The Board strongly endorsed The Esperanza Scholarship Fund 

to educate deprived children and to build healthy community, 

but felt that it was not within the scope of Anne‟s foundation 

to support programs in another country.  We do invite you to 

sponsor a child for a year of schooling through Esperanza.  

Estimated cost of a year‟s tuition and uniform expenses is 

$700 per child. Karina states she is also in need of volunteers 

who can give their time and effort.  

For more information see www.esperanzachile.com 
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In Anne’s Spirit  
I (We) would like to make a donation to 

The Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation 

24 Hastings Road, Lexington, MA 02421-6807    781-862-7309 
www.inannesspirit.org 

 

 Enclosed please find a contribution in the amount of $_________or Anne’s Giving Circle ($250) ______  

 
 Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

 Address: ________________________________________        
               Street 

 

              ________________________________________           
               City/Town                                          State                                 Zip 
 

                     ________________________________________    
               Phone                                                 e-mail 

 
This newsletter is our only fund-raising effort and your response is appreciated. 

All contributions to the Anne E. Borghesani Community Foundation are tax deductible. 

The Foundation is recognized as a 501(c) 3 public charity and is eligible to receive a matching corporate gift. 
June 2007 

In Anne’s Spirit, The Anne E. Borghesani Community 

Foundation, was created by the friends and family of Anne 

Borghesani.  A graduate of Lexington High and Tufts 

University, Anne was brutally murdered by a stranger as she 

walked from her apartment to the Metro in Arlington, 

Virginia in March, 1990.  She was planning to meet friends to 

celebrate her 23
rd

 birthday.  Anne’s life was just beginning. 

Anne will never fulfill her dreams. 

 

Anne’s spirit lives on in the mission of the Anne E. 

Borghesani Foundation that supports her scholarships and 

provides seed money to assist in the development of 

innovative programs committed to community building, 

social justice, and violence prevention. In doing this, we look 

for programs where we can make a difference.  

 

 

We would like to recognize our donors in 

our newsletter.  Names will never be shared 

with other organizations. 

 

__You may list my name 

__Please do not list my name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board News 

We extend a special thank you to Julia Potter, a founding 

member of Anne’s Foundation, who has recently resigned 

from the Board.  It was Julia who designed our logo with 

the candle and In Anne’s Spirit and has contributed her 

editing skills to invitations and newsletters over the years.  

She continues to be an active member of the Lexington 

High School Prize committee.  We miss Julia’s presence 

on our Board, but appreciate her need to have more time 

with David and their charming daughter, Eliza. 

 

We are pleased to welcome Pamela Fleming, our newest 

Board member.  A roommate of Anne’s at Tufts, she and 

Anne spent three weeks during college traveling together 

in Europe.  Pam obtained her JD at the University of 

Connecticut and her LLM at Boston University Law 

School.  She currently specializes in employee benefits 

law at Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo in 

Boston.  

Sojourner House’s 

6th Annual Golf Tournament 
TO BENEFIT HOMELESS FAMILIES 

BROOKMEADOW COUNTRY CLUB 

CANTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Tuesday, September 11, 2007 
For Reservations Contact Sojourner House 

617-442-0590 

http://www.inannesspirit.org/

