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Dear Friends, 
 
During high school Anne started a Christmas tree-decorating tradition.  Her friends from many religious 
traditions would gather to string popcorn and cranberries and place ornaments on the tree.  Many of 
those ornaments given to Anne during those parties still grace our Christmas tree.  These parties 
continued during her college years with new friends enjoying the company of old.  The last Christmas 
party, and the last time we saw Anne, was in 1989, twenty-five years ago.  
 
The intervening years have been a challenge as we have learned to live in an Annie-less world.  We 
have sought ways to make Anne’s spirit a part of our lives.  Her two brothers have found careers, 
married, produced five wonderful grandchildren.  We show the children pictures of Anne, talk about her 
life growing up with their dads.  We have worked, retired, shared many happy times with family and 
friends.  When traveling we have attempted 
to observe places, people, and cultures 
through Anne’s eyes.  Always Anne’s spirit 
has walked beside us.  
 
Betty also served for several years on the 
Board of the Garden of Peace, a public 
memorial to Massachusetts victims of 
violence located near the McCormack 
government office building in Boston.  In 
September she and other founding 
members of the Garden were recognized at 
the annual Honor Program and tenth 
anniversary since the Garden’s dedication. 
(www.gardenofpeacememorial.org)  
 
This Foundation, the grants it gives and the 
two scholarships it supports have been                     Founding Board Members of the Garden of Peace 
instrumental in carrying Anne’s spirit forward.  The Tufts Prize is now able to award more than $10,000  
yearly in grants that enable students to conduct research, attend school programs, or participate in 
volunteer work and internships in countries on all continents except Antarctica.  The Lexington High Fund 
has awarded 24 scholarships since 1991 to a young women who shares Anne’s commitment to 
community and friendship.  And the Foundation has distributed more than $275,000 in grants to 
programs whose goal is to prevent violence by building healthy families and communities.  Inside you will 
read more about the programs the Foundation has supported this year and will see how they each bring 
hope to those they serve 
 
On Sunday evening, June 28, 2015, we will host a program of Community and Celebration In Anne’s 
Spirit at deCordova Museum in Lincoln, Massachusetts.   Robert Putnam, Malkin Professor of Public 
Policy at Harvard and noted author will speak on “Inequality and opportunity: the growing class gap 
among American young people and the implications for social mobility”, the subject of his soon to be 
released book, Our Kids.   
 
The evening will be a tribute to Anne.  More than that it is a tribute to all of you, Anne’s friends and 
family, for what you have made possible.  Please join us to recognize the work that you have sponsored 
in Anne’s memory though your continued support and commitment to Anne’s Spirit. 
 
On behalf of the Board, we thank you and wish you hope and peace during this season of light,                                                   
        Roger and Betty Borghesani 

http://www.gardenofpeacememorial.org/�
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Amara 
 

In Anne’s Spirit first grant to Amara in 2012 was to support 
their efforts to keep siblings together in foster and adoptive 
families, resulting in an increased number of successful sibling 
placements.  Since its founding in 1921, Amara in Seattle, 
Washington, has evolved to provide pregnancy counseling, 
foster care support and facilitation of adoption of vulnerable 
children.  These children have often suffered trauma and 
require a stable nurturing family, in addition to professional 
services.  Amara has recently initiated the Connects program.  
According to Amara’s executive director, John Morse, this 
program recognizes the benefits of peer support when 
parenting children, especially siblings, who have endured loss 
and trauma.   
 
In a recent trip to 
Seattle, Betty and 
Roger met with 
Megan and 
Julianne Peterson, 
Program 
Coordinator and 
Family Support 
Liaison.  They 
report that 
Amara’s parent-led     Megan Walton, Betty and Julianne Peterson  
and member-tailored Connects groups provide a way for 
parents to meet other families in their neighborhood, share 
ideas, and build a support network. Since the launch of the 
Connect groups, adoptive parents have identified mentors, 
developed relationships with families they know and trust, and 
helped their kids make connections with other fostered and 
adopted kids.  
 
One Connects leader recently shared, 

“I really like our Connects group. Of all the parents I know, these 
parents understand issues that other parents who have not adopted 
would never grasp. I can tell my neighbor that my child is having a 
difficult time because he just had contact with his birth father after 
two years. They are compassionate and listen, they don’t really 
understand.  I tell Brian in my Connects group. He understands and 
can offer me suggestions. It is a great comfort to be able to share 
my experiences with other parents who are going through the same 
stuff. I enjoy helping out parents in the adoption process,  letting 
them meet our kids, and answering their questions.” 

 
Julianne added that Amara’s Family Support Liaison is always 
available to help families find or start a group, help groups set 
up online connections, identify guest speakers, plan meetings 
or events, or otherwise support the groups toward success. 
Amara has been pleased with the number of groups that have 
emerged since the Connects program’s inception just two 
short years ago – to date, 172 parents (representing 91 families 
in 7 groups) have benefited from a local Connects group.  
 
In recognition of the importance of the Connects program to 
successful adoptive parenting a $5,000 grant was given in 
2014 to Amara to strengthen and support the expansion of this 
resource In Anne’s Spirit.  
 

For more information see www.amaraparenting.org 
 

Sojourner House 
 

We affirm the dignity of each person who receives our services, and 
we maintain his or her right to adequate housing. We intend to act as 

advocates of this right in every possible way 
   Sojourner House Mission Statement 
 
Since 1981 Sojourner House has provided temporary shelter 
and services for homeless families.  Parents are given 
assistance in job-training programs, financial management, 
and parenting.   Homelessness in Massachusetts has increased  
recently.  Executive director Anastasia Lopopolo relates: 

There are over 2,000 families 
living in unsafe, 2nd rate 
motels.  As a response, 
Sojourner House expanded our 
7 family rooms to 9, and is 
stretching all of its resources to 
accommodate the additional 
residents.  The Children's 
Program, serving 35 children 
per year, is not publicly funded 
and relies entirely on donations  Children’s Program Volunteers 
and is staffed by SH staff and Boston College students.  
 

Children in shelters face issues of insecurity and lack 
continuity in schooling and health care.  They require physical 
and mental health support, educational evaluations and 
tutoring.  Ms. Lopopolo speaks of one child: 

Maria and her son James, age 14, came to Sojourner House in 
December 2013, homeless due to divorce. Soon after Dad’s 
leaving, James exhibited severe behavioral problems, began 
hearing voices, and tried to kill himself. Mom needed to be with him 
full time and left her employment.  Eventually they became 
homeless and found refuge at Sojourner House.  Although James 
started to relax, he still heard voices, cut himself several times and 
was hospitalized twice. Staff worked closely with him, his Mom, 
and his medical team. James began to stabilize and function more 
independently.    Sojourner staff helped Maria file for James’s 
disability.  
 
Maria and James, are now in permanent housing and James is 
back in school. Maria has returned to work, and James has been 
able to meet his school challenges. He bicycles to Sojourner about 
once a month and calls staff twice a week. He said he felt safer at 
the shelter, misses staff, but is now more stable and functioning 
better with his disease. For Christmas this year, SH staff will be 
taking him to his first Patriot’s game.  

 
The Sojourner Children’s 
program offers afterschool 
activities and tutoring, trips to 
museums and sporting events, 
and special celebrations.  Most 
importantly, they assist these 
highly vulnerable families in 
seeking appropriate educational 
testing, health care, and 
obtaining mental health   

       At the Halloween Party           evaluations and treatment.  
    
A grant of $5000 will assist Sojourner House in their critical 
Children’s Program work.  
For more information see www.sojournerhouseboston.org 

http://www.amaraparenting.org/�
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Crossroads for Kids 
 

Crossroads for Kids provides a summer residential camping 
experience for 1000 at-risk youth from Greater Boston.  More 
than half of these campers participate in a long-term, year-
round Leadership Program.  President Deb Samuels points out 
that this model provides campers with the skills and resources 
they need to focus on their academic and civic development 
and break the cycle of under achievement which too often 
plagues their home communities.  They are encouraged to 
develop personal commitment to academic excellence, pursuit 
of higher education, community volunteerism and leadership.     
 
Several Board members attended the annual ‘Urban Campfire’ 
last spring.  We spoke with the campers about this Leadership 

Program.  Two 
of the 
graduates 
presented us 
with their 
business cards 
and spoke 
excitedly of 
their college 
plans next 
year.  

Roger, Kristin O’Sullivan and John McSorley with Crossroads Kids                               
 
Ms Samuels recently wrote: 

Research shows that youth who have consistent caring 
role models show a 64% increase in positive attitudes 
about school which leads to better learning and retention, 
and are significantly less likely to engage in negative 
behaviors such as skipping school or drug abuse. 
• 100% of youth enrolled in Crossroads’ year-round 

programming have a dedicated mentor who serves as 
their personal champion all year long and helps them 
stay on the right track. 

• 93% are accepted to college 
• 40% of alumni return to work at Crossroads as role 

models for the next generation  
 

The Leadership 
Coach, an integral 
part of the 
Leadership 
Program’s success, 
maintains a close 
mentorship 
relationship with 
the camper and 
serves as a resource 
and advocate within the community.  The Foundation again 
awarded a $5000 grant to Crossroads for Kids to support 
further development of the Leadership Curriculum and 
increase the number of children participating in the year-long 
initiative.    

For more information see www.crossroads4kids.org 
 
 
 

Strong Women, Strong Girls 
 
If low income pre-adolescent girls receive socio-emotional skills, 
mentorship, access to a female community, and to a broad range of 
opportunities, then they will see a world with possibilities in which they 
can pursue and achieve their dreams.                                 
    From SWSG Grant Proposal 
 
Strong Women Strong Girls (SWSG) has provided after 
school programming to girls in third through fifth grade since 
2000.   College women from Boston College, Harvard, 
Northeastern, Simmons, Tufts and UMass Boston mentor 
more than 826 girls in 60 greater Boston sites.   These mentors 
engage with the girls to empower one another while studying 
contemporary and historical female role models and working 
on skill building activities, all strengthening self-esteem.  
Since 2010 SWSG has provided programming in Medford and 
Somerville through the leadership of Tufts University 
students, Anne’s alma mater.    
 
Betty recently visited a 
Tufts University group 
in Medford.   The group 
started by playing a 
spirited game of twenty 
questions.  In spite of 
the brisk competition, 
the girls were always 
supportive of each 
other.  This was 
followed by everyone 
sharing a ‘rose’ and a ‘thorn’    Drawing something stressful 
from their past week.                        
 
The lesson for the week was ‘stress management’ which began 
by defining stress and giving examples of stress, followed by a 
discussion of stress reduction techniques.  A focus of the day 
is reviewing a biography of a woman who is part of ‘herstory’.  
This week’s selection was about Ellen Ochoa, the first Latina 
woman accepted into the astronaut corps at NASA.  The girls 
talked about stresses she would have faced in college and in 
becoming an astronaut.  As 
an exercise in managing 
stress in their own lives, the 
girls drew a picture of 
something stressful in their 
life, then crumpled, tore, 
and stomped on the picture 
to get it out of their life.  
This was followed by 
drawing a picture of 
something that reduces 
stress in their life. 
      “Talking to my Dad reduces my stress” 
   
A $5000 grant was made to SWSG in 2014 to support the 
further expansion of the Tufts program in Medford and 
Somerville.    

For more information see www.swsg.org 
 
 
 

http://www.swsg.org/�
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Victim Rights Law Center 
 

“I can be changed by what happens to me.  
But I refuse to be reduced by it.” 

     Maya Angelou 
 
This quote exemplifies the spirit of the Victim Rights Law 
Center. VRLC is a nationally acclaimed developer of best 
practice methods and provider of services to assault victims, 
helping them to stabilize and rebuild their lives.  Using a 
holistic approach they work collaboratively with other victim 
service providers.  With assistance of pro bono attorneys and 
paraprofessionals, they provided free civil legal assistance to 
more than 400 rape and assault victims last year.  Nearly half 
of these victims were under 24 years of age and some were 
less than 13 years old.  

Executive Director, 
Stacy Malone, 
recently recounted 
the following 
example of a VRLC 
client protected by a 
restraining order 
(258E).    
Ten-year-old “Kenny’s” 
favorite sport was 
baseball. Suddenly, 
Kenny began losing  

Stacy Malone with Betty and Roger              interest in baseball and 
was resistant to going to practice. Kenny disclosed to his parents 
that his baseball coach had sexually assaulted him.  Two other 
boys came forward with similar experiences with the coach - sexual 
assaults, sexually explicit text and Facebook messages and forced 
pornography. Kenny and his parents came to the VRLC to obtain a 
258E Harassment and Prevention Order. At the hearing, the Judge 
mistakenly advised that he was not eligible for a 258E and that he 
was going to deny the order.  The VRLC attorney pushed back on 
the Judge and educated him on sexual violence and protection 
orders.  After a recess the Judge returned to the bench and 
apologized to the victim and the VRLC attorney. He recognized 
that the 258E protection order was the appropriate order and 
granted the protection order for one year. Without a VRLC 
attorney, Kenny would have been granted the wrong protection 
order, leaving him susceptible to an appeal by the perpetrator and 
multiple court dates, compounding the trauma for a victim this 
young. The VRLC continues to work with Kenny as the perpetrator 
has been charged with rape of a child, enticement of a child and 
child pornography.  

 
Federal funding cannot be used to provide services to sexual 
assault victims under the age of 13 years.  VRLC is dependent 
on private funding for these vulnerable clients.  In 2014 the 
Foundation awarded VRLC a grant of $7500 to assist these 
young victims in “obtaining protection orders, protecting their 
privacy and representing them in the educational context to 
help them stay on their educational trajectory.” 

For more information see www.victimrights.org 

 
 

Franklin I-O Summer Program in Dorchester 
 

The Franklin Summer 
Urban Program 
(FranklinSUP), sponsored 
by the Phillips Brooks at 
Harvard University, is a 
community based day 
camp in Dorchester 
serving 80 at risk youth.  
In fulfilling its mission to 
create a community of 
mutual respect and 
support, in which youth 
build strong foundations 
of academic and social skills,    Vanessa with Franklin campers     
it incorporates classroom learning, field trips to area 
attractions, swimming and sports, and community building 
activities in the neighborhood.  This year’s camp director and 
Harvard sophomore, Vanessa Decembre, reviewed needs of 
the Franklin community and highlights of the program at our 
January Board meeting. 
 
In the grant application, Vanessa Decembre wrote: 

Franklin addresses the violence that has plagued the 
community.  Historically, tensions have existed between 
two housing developments located on opposite sides of 
Blue Hill Avenue in Dorcester.  FranklinSUP hopes to 
alleviate that tension by bringing together youth from both 
areas in an environment encouraging friendship and 
mutual understanding at a young age.  To do that 
effectively, we have employed a variety of violence 
prevention activities.  The current eight high-school-aged 
junior counselors, many of whom have first-hand 
experience with violent crime, play leading roles in our 
efforts to help campers and peers build skills in promoting 
peace.   
 

One of the peace initiatives is a collaboration between 
Franklin and another camp, called BRYE.  On a sunny day in 
July children from the two camps gathered together for joint 

activities.  Vanessa reports: 
“There was face painting, a 
cream-eating contest and many 
other actives. We ended the 
festivities with an appreciation 
and the BRY-O chant. The goal is 
to create a collaboration that is 
conducive to building a bridge of 
learning and mutual 
understanding between the two 
camps.”  

David Dance, PBHA Program Director with Roger                      
 
Continuing our support, the Foundation awarded $4,000 to the 
2014 FranklinSUP to fund the Senior Counselor and specific 
Peace training  to enhance efforts to bring violence prevention 
and peaceful resolution techniques to the classroom.  

For more information see www.pbha.org 
 

In Anne’s Spirit has continued to sponsor the Melrose 
Alliance Against Violence (MAAV) in their Annual 
Walk and Candlelight Vigil to raise awareness about 
domestic violence. 

For information see www.maav.org 
 

http://www.victimrights.org/�
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Since 1991 the Anne E. Borghesani Prize at Tufts has awarded  
scholarships to students to increase their international 
exposure to social, economic, political, and cultural 
differences through participation in an internship, study, or 
research project in another country.  Under the guidance of 
Professor Drusilla Brown, director of the International 
Relations Program (IR), and Asst. Director Kathleen Devigne, 
this incentive prize encourages the promotion of personal 
growth, knowledge, and independence, increases 
understanding of diverse cultures, and fosters commitment to 
community.  The selection committee is comprised of IR 
Program faculty, Roger, Betty, and Linda Borghesani, E88, 
Judith Scinto, T92, and Lyn Lustig, T89.  The value of the 
Prize has grown and three to four students receive grants 
yearly.   
 

At the 24th Annual 
November Symposium at 
Tufts, current scholars 
reported on their 
experiences made possible 
by Borghesani grants.  
Kathryn Bullard, Peace 
and Justice Studies major, 

Kathryn with students in Kenya            volunteered at the Kibera 
School for Girls in Nairobi, Kenya.  Having previously 
worked in a traditional, exam driven government school, she 
recognized the benefits of student centered pedagogy in 
fostering the development of active leaders.  Her work forms 
the basis for her senior thesis.  Economics and Environmental 
Studies student, Jihoon Kim volunteered with All Hands 
Volunteers, an NGO on Leyte Island in the Philippines, 
constructing houses for victims of Typhoon Haiyan.  He 
observed first-hand the effects of the typhoon on individual 
and collective 
memory and 
government 
response and its 
dependence on 
outside assistance.   
In Nepal, 
Nicholas 
Macaluso and 
others from the         K.Bullard, N.Macaluso, J.Kim, and E. Hanson 
Tufts chapter of GlobeMED volunteered with school children 
on solving environmental and health issues.  He will return to 
Nepal next summer to mentor new volunteers.  
 
A highlight of the evening was the presence of Major Eric 
Hanson, T2000 and Borghesani Prize scholar. Now a career 
officer and Chief Military Justice, Major Hanson joined the 
army because he “felt like I had enjoyed privileges I had not 
earned and wanted to pay back.”  Major Hanson spoke of the 
importance of his experiences traveling in Vietnam in 1989 as 

a prize recipient at Tufts and of being mentored by Professor 
Eichenberg, his advisor.  These experiences influence him  
now as he works with enlisted men in his role as a member of 
the JAG corps 

In recognition of our 
continuing commitment In 
Anne’s Spirit contributed 
$2000 to the Anne E. 
Borghesani Memorial Prize 
at Tufts, which now has an 
endowment of $225,000.  
 
 

        Nick with students in Nepal 
 

 
 
 
 
This award, established by Anne’s LHS classmates in 1990, 
honors Anne by recognizing a female graduate who 
exemplifies Anne’s qualities of school and community spirit.  
In presenting the 2014 award to Sara Fopiano, classmate 
Stephen Volante stated: 

“Anne’s positive, vibrant and reassuring presence in this 
community transformed into a legacy. Nearly a quarter century 
later, that legacy retains the power to inspire accomplishment, 
curiosity, exploration, and love. Friendship with Anne is not the 
only motivation for these actions, but when Anne’s relatives and 
friends enjoy the most joyous moments of parenthood or patiently 
endure its greatest challenges; when we strive and succeed in our 
work; when we explore distant places; when we help a friend in 
need, or show compassion to a stranger; and when we gather here 
on this night; we are demonstrating Anne’s lasting influence on us, 
and we are renewing her legacy.”   

 
In selecting Sara, the 
LHS Committee was 
influenced by her 
commitment to a 
soccer team for 
children with mental 
and physical 
disabilities.   
In Sara’s words: 
“During my time at  

Sara with J. Michelson,S.Voalnte, J. Potter     LHS I found myself 
involved in many community-based activities because I want 
to make a lasting difference.”  Sara will continue her 
involvement in community and service at Elon College. 
 
Kate Powers, LHS 2013 recipient, recently wrote: 
I want you to know that I keep Anne in mind….when joining various 
extra curriculars, such as a mentoring program and Residential Life 
– a program that facilitates discussions on how to improve 
community and help everyone feel safe.  Anne was known for her 
genuine connections with others and I am striving to keep that spirit 
alive here at Bowdoin. 
 
This endowed LHS Prize Fund, managed by the town of 
Lexington, is now able to award $2000 annually.  

Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize 
Tufts University 

Anne E. Borghesani Memorial Prize 
Lexington High School 



Introducing New Board Members 
 
Jackie Neel 
Jackie worked for the City of Cambridge for 40 years, retiring 
recently as the Deputy Director, Department of Human Services.  
She holds a MEd from Antioch College/Institute of Open 
Education and a MPA from Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government.  Her experience includes mentoring and coaching 
both individuals and teams.    
 
Upon retirement she began to focus her attention on Human Rights 
and women’s issues.  She organized and produced a performance of 
selected readings from Eve Ensler’s book A Memory, a Monologue, 
a Rant, and a Prayer in the Spring of 2014 in Belmont, 
Massachusetts to increase the awareness of the prevalence of 
violence against woman and girls.  Funds raised were given to 
support the work of My Life My Choice, an organization in Boston 
that supports young woman to leave prostitution. 
 
Jackie and her husband Thomas have 2 children, Harrison a glass 
artist in Seattle working as a member of the Chihuly Team and 
daughter Abigail who has found her calling as a make-up artist. 
 
Megan M. Walton 
Megan was only four years old when we lost Anne, but Anne's 
spirit has echoed throughout Megan's life, in her joy of connecting 
with others and her service to the community.  Megan went to 
Belmont High School and was active in government, track, and 
music. For six summers, while in high school and college, Megan 
taught sailing and directed theatre productions at a girls summer 
 

Camp in Maine. 
 
Today, Megan is the Director of Strategic Partnerships at 
Amara, an organization dedicated to finding and supporting 
adoptive families for children in foster care. At Amara, Megan 
is responsible for garnering community involvement and 
partnering with organizations, government agencies, and 
businesses in alignment with Amara’s strategic priorities. 
Currently, Megan is responsible for leading a child-focused 
courts initiative.  
 
Megan graduated from Middlebury College in 2008 and 
participated in Seattle’s Leadership Tomorrow class of 2014. 
She is a part-time MBA student at Seattle University and a 
mentor for the University of Washington’s Economics 
Program. She also serves on the board of her local Community 
Council. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Come Hear 
Nicholas D. Kristoff 

 
A Path Appears 

Transforming Lives, Creating Opportunity 
 

 Chenery Middle School, Belmont 
April 16, 2015 – 7:30 PM 

 
Info at: apathappearsinbelmont@gmail.com 

Sponsored by Jackie Neel, AEB Board Member 

Members of the Anne E. Borghesani Community 
Foundation Board maintain active connections with grant 
recipients to help in assessing the value of our 
contributions.  The only expenses incurred are for printing 
and mailing of our newsletter, about $1900 per year.  
Your contribution is directly utilized by grant recipients. 
 
A financial statement can be found on our website or at 
Charity Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org).  
 

 
Franklin SUP director Vanessa Decembre, center, with Brian, Phil, 
Linda, Betsy Linderman and Pam Fleming at a recent AEB Board 
meeting  

                        
 

  Anne E. Borghesani 
    March 27, 1967 – March 31, 1990 

 
In Anne’s Spirit, The Anne E. Borghesani Community 
Foundation, was created by the friends and family of Anne 
Borghesani.  A graduate of Lexington High and Tufts 
University, Anne was brutally murdered by a stranger as she 
walked from her apartment to the Metro in Arlington, 
Virginia in March, 1990.  She was planning to meet friends 
to celebrate her 23rd birthday.  Anne’s life was just 
beginning. Anne will never fulfill her dreams. 
 
Anne’s spirit lives on in the work of the Foundation that 
supports her scholarships and provides seed money to assist 
in the development of innovative programs committed to 
community building, social justice, and violence prevention.  
 

http://www.charitynavigator.org/�
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May we recognize your name?  Names will 
never be shared with other organizations. 
__You may list my name 
__Please do not list my name 
 
__I/we would like to help with the June 28, 

2015 program In Celebration of Anne’s 
Spirit 
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